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LEKH 8 GURPARSAAD

In the world many diverse thoughts, assumptions, beliefs and
forms have been attributed to God and to satisfy one’s individual form of
‘assumption’, different rites and ritual , worship and recitation and
sacrifices are performed . Out of all of them animal sacrifice is most
common. In many places to palacate the demi God’s, human beings are
also offered as sacrifice. Apart from this, what is more painful are the
wars and quarrels that takes place in the name of religion and under
whose name unbearable and unspeakable atrocities are committed.

These unusual rites & rituals, heart - rendering sacrificing and
revolting atrocities are committed to please one’s deities, demigods, or to
please God. The purpose for doing all of this is generally-

to relieve oneself from difficulties and torment.
to satisfy individual desires

to settle scores or take revenge

to seek ones emancipation and salvation

Wanting to please God, in order to get His mercy or blessing
through these superficial rites and rituals sacrifices and atrocities is
forbidden in Gurbani and these (ways) have been severely condemned.

The wretched, self-willed manmukhs do not realize His Will; they continually act in ego.
By ritualistic fasts, vows, purities, self-disciplines and worship ceremonies, they still
cannot get rid of their hypocrisy and doubt.

Inwardly, they are impure, pierced through by attachment to Maya; they are like
elephants, who throw dirt all over themselves right after their bath.

They do not even think of the One who created them. Without thinking of Him, they
cannot find peace. 1423 m4L5

The whole world is entangled in deeds of falsehood.
They never ever will attain God realisation Sawayeh P.10
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Divine blessings or the grace of the Guru in Gurbani is something else and
through this essay, views on the grace of the Guru are presented in the light of
Gurbani.

The meaning of the word ‘Gurprasad’ is - by the grace of the Guru.

Gurbani begins with an eulogy for God, “The One ever present, unchanging
Lord, whose Name is the truth, He is the creative being , (who is) Fearless and
without enmity, His form is ‘eternal’, He is beyond Transmigration” and after that is
inserted “through the Grace of Guru”. This means that the Bani that is being
delivered, is the result of Guru’s grace or blessings. This is why *Bani from its
source (God) is referred to as ‘Divine blessing’ or the ‘Grace of the Guru’.In the
Bani ‘Ik Oangkar Satgur Prasad’ is used in numerous places so that we can be
reminded over and over again that the Bani is the ‘blessing ‘or *gift’ of the infinite
Lord. Feeling gracious towards us beings, the Lord Waheguru created it for our
emancipation so that we in the ‘divine light” of Gurbani through spiritual
knowledge and divine guidance can give our life the right direction , and make a
success of our worldly journey.

Servant Nanak speaks the Ambrosial Bani of the Word.

It is dear and pleasing to the minds of the GurSikhs.

The Guru, the Perfect True Guru, shares the Teachings.

The Guru, the True Guru, is Generous to all. 96

Apart from this (the phrase) ‘ Grace of the Guru’ has been used in Gurbani
numerous times. This is the symbol of Guru’s ‘Grace’ or ‘Guru’s blessings’.

‘Grace’ is that gift for which we have made no effort, over which we have no claim,
in fact it is purely the deliverance of Waheguru’s mercy and love.

In Gurbani the Lord-Waheguru is seen to be expressed as the ‘Beloved’, ’Being of
Love’, ‘lover’, “‘mother’, ‘father’, ‘friend’ etc. in numerous ways according to the hue of
the sentiments (experienced).

You are my Father, and You are my Mother. You are my Relative, and
You are my Brother. 103

You are my mother, father and relative; You are abiding within all.
Nanak seeks the Sanctuary of God; His Praise is immaculate and pure. 818

In all these sentiments, the spark of affection, adoration and love is present. It is this
divine ‘emotions of adoration’ - ‘embodiment of love’ that is called God- Waheguru.
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Actually the infinite Lord’s form is Love. God is Love. That is why
God is referred to as ‘Darling’, ‘Beloved” ‘lover’.

In our visible world the reflection of this divine love essence’s unique
manifestation’s presence is taking place in the mothers heart. This is why to
explain the Divine Love, the example of the mother’s love is most apt.

In the mother’s heart, there is an overwhelming love for her child. A
mother never keep’s her child’s shortcoming in her heart. She is forever
imbued with love for her child and spends herself making every kind of
sacrifice for him or her. Being his or her well-wisher she always thinks ,
desires and works towards his well being. If a child makes a mistake, she
even scolds or trashes him to correct him. Even then, in the deep recesses of
a mother’s heart, the desires and well being as espoused in mother’s love, are
eternally present and keep welling up because that child is her “off-spring”.
In this way the divine virtue namely “forever benevolent’, ‘ever merciful” and
‘takes no account of the faults’, are brought into being and practised by the
mother for her child. We are thus able to recognise Godly virtues and
develop faith in them.

The infinite Lord has planted in a mother’s heart these deep seated and
abundant divine virtues like ‘love’, ‘grace’, ‘taking no account of the faults’
and ‘spending oneself’ to enable her to happily bring up her children in spite
of their lapses, shortcoming, mistakes and pranks so that they are able to face
the challenges in the arduous arena of life.

Further more, when the child look’s at the mother or offer’s a little help
lovingly or shows some form of affection, the mother spontaneous love wells
up, her sublime heart overflows with ‘motherly love’ and by planting kisses
and cuddling, she smothers the child with her warm love.

This worldly ‘mother’s love’ - apart from human beings, has been seen
in animals and birds - is only for ones own child and it has the hue of ‘me-
mine’ and worldliness. For this reason ‘mother-love’ is imperfect and
limited . It cannot be called pure divine love. That is why in Gurbani, this
type of worldly love is called ‘attachment’.
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and we have been warned of being trapped in such bondage’s. In spite of this,
‘mother’s love’ is a good and apt analogy and manifestation of the subtle and pure
Divine love.

The analogy of mother’s above is given to help our gross mind understand
(divine love). But this ‘attachment’ is love of form, a subject of worldly,
materialistic attributes. It is imperfect and limited.

Now in the light of Gurbani let us discuss about the pure, perfect, unfathomable,
beyond understanding and wondrous love of ‘mother aspect of Waheguru’ the divine
mother.

In Bani, the Infinite Lord has been addressed to in numerous hues or
sentiments like ‘mother’, “father’, ‘beloved’, ‘Being of Love’ etc. here we are only
discussing the ‘mother sentiments’ of the Lord.

In the sphere of worldly attributes, the mother gives birth to a child from her
womb. That is why she loves her child so deeply and intensely. This worldly
‘mother’s love’ too is the cloudy reflection of the divine ‘mother’s love’.

Waheguru in His moment of joy, to stage the ‘Divine play’ through his divine
energy ‘The Word” accordingly ‘brought into being to witness’ this unfathomable
worldly creation and within it placed His own ‘Light” and by nature created the
‘triple attributes’” of worldliness to enable birth, nourishment and operation to work
spontaneously according to His Divine Law “will’ or ‘Command’. If, in this gross
world His Light was not there and the Divine Command to nurture and operate the
creation was not there, then the gross, life-less world without the power of control
would certainly have collided with one another and perished. But every particle of
nature, beaded together in the chord of some infinite, unerring and perfect
‘Command’, is discharging its own individual responsibility and ever since the ages,
this creation has been functioning within this Divine Command, it is functioning
now and will continue to function hereafter.

Just as the sunlight emanates from the sun and in the rays of the sunlight all the
virtues of the sun namely heat, light, energy, life sustenance etc. are present but of
all these attributes, heat is the main attribute from which the rest of the attributes
derive their power or life-current. In other words, heat is the main creative element
in the sun from which all the other attributes get their power, energy or life.
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In the same way, from the worldly "mothers love’ or attachment, all the
ingredients needed for the child’s fulfilment namely effort, service, dedication,
mercy, blessing, strength to face odds and for the child’s nurturing, comfort,
welfare and development, the mother’s prayers and blessing which penetrate,
reside and assimilate into her subconscious and spontaneously keep emerging
and welling up. It is clear from this that it is from the mother’s love and faith
that all the attributes (virtues) and thoughts emerge for the child’s benefit.
Virtues which ensures the child’s nurturing and growth. This canopy of
“mothers love’ or "attachment © works on the child for so long as this child
remains under the sway or harmony if the mothers thoughts, hopes, love-filled
desires. When a child grows up, becomes independent, goes out of harmony
with the mother’s love filled desires, and exerts his own will, he begins to
distance himself from the warmth and blessings of the “mothers love’. Thus
facing the consequences of his actions and getting knocked about. This means
that when a child proclaims his independence and moves away from the
mother’s love, then he faces the consequences of his actions himself. In spite of
this “mother’s love’ and blessing remain exactly the same and when the child
gets into difficulties that result from his own intelligence, and comes back to his
mother, the mother once again embraces him and gives him her warm love and
blessings.

If the son in great rage runs away, even then the mother does not keep it in
her mind. (that is hold it against him) 478

This is exactly the same as when we, being His (God’s) children, in our me-
mine (or ego) state, come under the influence of duality or in the clutches of
maya or worldliness and turn our face away from His Love, then we divorce
ourselves from the ever blessing divine mother’s grace. Even then, if the soul,
through satsang (the association with the holy) some how awakens and wants to
free himself from the thieving maya ( worldliness) or want to go into the shelter
of the Infinite Lord Waheguru - ‘The Divine Mother’, He (Waheguru), the
Divine mother, in line with his character becomes merciful towards the seeker,
then once again blesses him with the ability to enjoy all hue, relish, beauty etc.

Whoever seeks the Lord’s protection, the Lord embraces him to his bosom. This is
the quality of the Lord. 544

Whosoever seeks your refuge O Lord You take care of him. 1333
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The creator, through “His Word’ brought into being water, earth, air,
ether, the under world and in it placed numerous variety of nature’s creations
like plants, animals, birds and lower forms. Not only did He create it, He
also adorned it abundantly with variety, myriad’s of hues , scents, tastes,
appearance and forms. Isn’t all this the Creator’s Grace? For instance , from
the multitude of the limitless beautiful flowers, if we cannot appreciate the
beauty of any one of these flower’s, its colours, its scent, the sight of an
intoxicated flow sucking bee and like the honey bee, cannot enjoy the
internal taste, then it does not mean that the ‘Guru Grace’ is not there. In
fact it is because of our own intelligence and pollution ( of the mind) that we
cannot enjoy the gift’s and blessings and by our own doing we remain
divorce from the grace.

In the same way, each of the numerous fruits, on the becoming ripe and
sweet is supplying its ‘Grace’ . But how often have we , before eating some
fruits, first enjoy the beauty of its looks, or appreciate its colours, nay, more
often then not, we don’t even fully enjoy the taste while eating it. Isn’t this
one of the ways by which we are depriving ourselves from the continuous
flowing of the blessing or ‘Guru Grace’.

Between the mother and the child , mentally and physically , the channel
of love & faith is flowing all the time, which before birth, no doubt remains
latent , but, after that, even ‘anger’ and ‘turning away’ of the child is unable
to erase. In other words, the existence of faith of mother’s love is eternal but
it is not beyond the law or cause of the ‘triple attributes” ( of worldliness) .
Even then the mother’s heart is ‘ever forgiving’ and ‘even merciful’, and
this feeling for her child can never be eliminated, no matter what the cause
may be. For this reason the aroma of the emergence of the feelings of
mother’s love is referred to as ‘blessings’, ‘mercy’ and ;’grace’. In the
hearts of all mother’s, the gift, ‘mother’s love’ or attachment is a blessing
from the Lord Waheguru. From the intrinsic point of view, the Lord
Waheguru is only real , initial and divine mother. It is this ‘Divine Mother’
who with her divine , inexhaustible, unchangeable and infinite love fosters
affection, initiates play, is ever benevolent ever merciful , takes no account of
the misdeeds, without requesting shower’s gifts. In Gurbani it is called
‘Satgur Prasad’ - The Grace Of The True Guru, because this ‘Grace’ or

“Blessing’ does not depend on any of our efforts
12 L8.6
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or deeds. This ‘embodiment of love’ spontaneously, and by itself eternally
springs forth , overflows and manifest itself like aroma from the being of
Waheguru . The Grace of the Guru is not bound to any law and nor is there any
preconditions for it. This is in fact the spontaneous, eternal, permanent,
inexhaustible, illumination, aroma and gift of the Lord Waheguru which like the
light giving heat of the sun, neither increases nor decreases. For this beneficial
and comfort giving sunlight, we have never ever asked for it nor have we ever
made any effort or toiled for to get this ( gift of sunlight). This is why all this is
purely Waheguru’s blessing and Grace.

In the same way, forever, we are receiving without asking, numerous ‘gifts
of Love’ from the Lord *“Waheguru’ . For example air, water, fire, grain, fruits,
etc. The wondrous thing is that together with the creation, the Lord Waheguru
has blessed us with an abundance of all these numerous, divine gifts for which
we made no request.

Forever and ever, day and night I praise Your excellences.
Without asking you give your gifts. Says Nanak O man reflect over the True Lord.
73

As all beings have the ‘light’ of the Infinite Waheguru within them, then we
are the off-springs (or children) of Waheguru. Waheguru through His ‘One
Word’ created a multifarious community of people with diverse characteristics
and at the same time, blessed His children with abundant and inexhaustible gifts
to fulfil every kind of need so that we can play our own individual part, free
from worry and care in the drama of this materialistic world of the ‘three
attributes’ and enjoy ‘peace and comfort in this world’ and “happiness in the
world hereafter.’

In fact whatever that has emanated from the ‘Word”, all that is the
manifestation of the ‘Grace of the Guru’. Waheguru Himself is a ‘Being of
Love” ‘Essence of Love, ‘Father and Mother’. For this reason, His “Word’ or
creation too is the manifestation or projection of the Divine Love which in
Gurbani is called the “Will” (or Command). The process of this manifestation or
projection of this Divine Love is His blessing, mercy, compassion and the
‘Grace of the Guru”.

The momentum of creation has a specific direction but sometimes this
momentum experiences a disturbance or an eruption like a typhoon, flood etc. In

the
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same way disturbances and eruptions too can affect human emotions. For
instance - in the mother’s heart there is a spontaneous flow of love for her child,
but sometimes in the event of a separation from a child, the emotions of love are
so overwhelming that they are transformed into tears which roll down the eyes.
In this way when a child in its innocence is able to please its mother with a love-
filled action, a special kind of love wells up in the mother’s heart for her child.

In this surge that arises out of the intense emotion of mother’s love, the mother’s
whole self and psyche melts, boils over and is observable in her extraordinary
actions. In wonderful ways she cuddles, and plays with the child and gives
advice with words filled with love land hope. From the depths of her love-filled
heart, a lot of goodwill and blessings spontaneously blossom for the child. The
mother’s blood and her whole physical self melts with the warmth of love,
changes into milk that fills her bosom and spurts out to keep flowing thereafter.
This whole play is the manifestation or magic of the intense excitement, the
affection and faith that the mother’s love generates. In this way, many a time, the
not so common waves or impulses operate outside the parameters of the normal
law of creation.

Exactly in the same way Waheguru’s bhagats or ‘beloveds’ in a state of
intense faith, get intoxicated in Waheguru’s love and make an offering with
faith, then like the mother, Waheguru, in response to the innocence and love-
filled faith of His beloved bhagats, He too is pleased and overwhelmed. He
distributes divine gifts- of ‘Naam’, “‘cup of affection’, ‘service’ etc. and also
settles numerous other sought for gifts. In Gurbani this is called the ‘Guru’s
Grace’ or “Nadar Karam’. In Sikh history numerous examples are available of
such cases.

Whoever offers the guru a coin of even the smallest value with faith, worship and
love, the Satguru in return blesses him gift of all treasures. Kabit B.G111

There is another point that needs to be understood here. The inclination of

love for the child is infused in the worldly ‘mother’s’ mind and body. In all
kinds of thoughts, attitudes and activities, this “inclination of love’, automatically
develops in her and gently it makes its vibrations felt. In the same way, the ‘flow
of love’ or blessings or the ‘Grace of the Guru’ is eternal, uninterrupted and
continuous. This gushes forth from the being of the ‘Divine Father and Mother’,
it overflows, manifests
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itself in every particle within every element of the creation and gives the “gift of
life’ to all the beings.

The name of this continuous flow of ‘love current’ is “Guru’s Grace”
Its “flow’ is referred to as “Will’ (or command)

The flow of this divine ‘life current’ continues to take place so long as man
through his intelligence or ego does not obstruct its flow. We can make use of
the warmth of the sun as long as we do not ‘move’ away from the ‘presence’ of
the sun. If we *‘move away’ from the comfort of the sunlight, then it is due to our
own negligence and not that of the sun. When man forgets the Creator and
renegades (or turns away), an obstacle is placed in the flow of divine blessing or
‘Guru’s Grace’ and he remains bereft of divine blessings and because of his own
doing or like a lost child, remains divorced from the cool fountain of ‘Guru’s
Grace’. Under the influence of worldliness and according to (Guru Ji’s
observation) “ I reap whatever | sow’, man does deeds and faces the
consequences.

This whole point rests on our omission (or neglect), or on our
acknowledgement (or remembrance). When we forget about our ‘Divine
Mother’, then we ourselves place an obstacle in the flow of ‘Guru’s Grace’, and
by our own doing remain devoid of this ‘Guru’s Grace.’ If we can once again
come out of our ‘forgetfulness’ and connect ourselves to the remembrance or
simran of the “Divine Mother’, then our mind’s chord will reconnect itself to the
divine flow and once again we will be able to enjoy the protection of *‘Guru’s
Grace”.

They forget the Lord, and they suffer in pain. Afflicted with hunger, they run around
in all directions. 98

When You come to mind, I am totally in bliss. One who forgets You might just as
well be dead. 749

Pain comes, when one forgets Him. Peace comes when one remembers God. 813

This is why the Fifth Guru has given us this message:-

By His Grace, you partake of the thirty-six delicacies; enshrine that Lord and Master

By His Grace, you dwell in the palace of peace; meditate forever on Him within your
mind.
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By His Grace, you abide with your family in peace; keep His remembrance
upon your tongue, twenty-four hours a day........

By His Grace, you enjoy tastes and pleasures; O Nanak, meditate forever on

the One, who is worthy of meditation 269

By His Grace, you have a healthy, golden body;

attune yourself to that Loving Lord. .......

By His Grace, all your deficits are covered;

O mind, seek the Sanctuary of God, our Lord and Master..........
By His Grace, you wear decorations;

O mind, why are you so lazy?

Why don't you remember Him in meditation?.........

By His Grace, you have land, gardens and wealth;

keep God enshrined in your heart..

By His Grace, your form is so beautiful;

constantly remember God, the Incomparably Beautiful One........
By His Grace, your works are completed;

O mind, know Him to be close at hand.... 270

Of the 8,400,000 types of life forms, only man is blessed with a sharp
mind, whereas all other life forms have just enough knowledge to enable
them to lead their life. Being supreme amongst all the life forms,
Waheguru has blessed man with an extremely sharp mind. With this mind
he performs mental acrobatics, rationalises his actions, imposes his
intelligence and makes cunning moves. In so doing he forgets his Creator,
the “Divine Mother’, the ‘Supreme Father’, renegades (or turns away) and
become ignorant of the ‘Divine Will’. He suffers consequences by acting
under the influence of the three worldly attributes. The rest of the
8,400,000 life forms subconsciously and unknowingly live by the
preordained or inlaid “Will” because of their limited intelligence. For
this reason their evolvement (to a higher form of life) is automatically
taking place. That is why the Guru has given this advice to human beings.

Give up all your clever mental tricks, and lovingly attune yourself to the True Word
of the Shabad. 51

Give up your cleverness, good people — remember the Lord God, your King! 281

Take the Guru’s advice, you ignorant fool; without devotion, even the clever have
drowned. 288
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Renounce your petty arguments, and realize the Word of the Guru’s Shabad. 646

Renounce your cleverness, O my mind, and reflect upon the Word of the Guru’s
Shabad. 440

Our Divine Father and Mother had the foreknowledge that man, under the influence
of his sharp intelligence, with his scheming and rationalising, could forget his Supreme
Lord, the bestower of gifts. For that reason ever since the beginning, to get His ‘prodigal
son’ out of this stage of ‘forgetfulness’ and readmit him into the warm and comfortable
shelter of the “Guru’s Grace’, Waheguru sent into the world gurus, prophets pirs, fakirs,
sadhus, sants, evolved souls and gurmukh beloveds according to the need. These
(messengers of god) revealed to these people the message according to the time and
(prevailing) condition.

The Lord Himself sent His Holy Saints, to tell us that He is not far away. 929

The Holy Saint is the very embodiment of the Lord’s form.
He Himself saves us from the great fire. 1005

From the above discussion it is clear that, at the time of creation, the Infinite
Waheguru only once through His ‘Word’ brought everything into being and placing His
‘light” into it, He made all the necessary arrangements for it function through His Will.
All this is the blessing of the Infinite Waheguru the ‘Being of Love’ and the symbol of
the eternal ‘Grace of the Guru’. This is why in Bani He is referred to as

You are always forgiving, and always merciful; You give support to all. 713

In the same way coming from the source. Gurbani too is the Creator’s blessing or
the “‘Grace of the True Guru’ or the ‘Divine Gift’. In the heart of the creator our ‘Divine
Mother’, there is an enormous love for His children. That is why in Gurbani, the Infinite
Waheguru is addressed to as “Beloved”. “Most Beloved”, Being of Love.

He is so dear to me; He fascinates my mind; the Lord is the ornament of my heart,
the support of the breath of life. 542

You are my Beloved, the Support of my breath of life.
Beholding You, gazing upon You, my mind blossoms forth. 740

The sentiments of compassion, blessing, grace, Grace of the Guru are the hue and
parts of this divine ‘affection’ or love.

In the mother’s heart too, there is overwhelming love for her child even though the
child is not with her and
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she cannot bear the separation from her child and continues to get feedback

about this wayward child. She is waiting and pining to once again embrace this
child and give him the warmth of her bosom and the comfort of mother’s love.
She keeps sending messages to her child and continues to encourage and draw

him to herself.

In the same way our ‘Divine Mother’, Waheguru, cannot bear the separation
from His people and for that reason He has in built, this “attraction of love’ or
chord, in the innate life flow of the creation. This pull of Divine Love or chord
or flow is a symbol of Waheguru’s graciousness, blessing and the “grace of the
guru’ which is inlaid in each and every life form or all engulfing within and the
pull, “link’, flow of this love is eternal, illimitable and timeless.

The Dear Lord is my mother, the Dear Lord is my father; the Dear Lord cherishes

and nurtures me.
The Dear Lord takes care of me; I am the child of the Lord.

Slowly and steadily, He feeds me; He never fails.
He does not remind me of my faults; He hugs me close in His embrace. 1101

The rest of the 8,400,000 life forms, according to Waheguru’s command,
unwaveringly and spontaneously harmonise themselves with the flow of the
‘Grace of the Guru’. But man, with his inflated ego and sharp intelligence,
scrutinises and investigates every thing and draws conclusions according to the
hue or level of his consciousness. In the same way by delving into varied
guestions and answers, schemes and maxims, cunnings, doubts and philosophies,
he has become critical of the very existence of Waheguru and His blessings.
Very often through making such criticisms he becomes a “disbeliever “ or a
sceptic. In this way man goes out of harmony with the Divine link or flow of
faith, and divorces himself from the ‘Grace of the Guru’.

The connection between individuals depends on the faith each has in the
other. This faith keeps them ‘in tune’ while they intrinsically communicate with
each other. When the link or connection of faith breaks down or becomes loose,
then that connection becomes superficial, hollow and without merit. In other
words when there is a lack of inner communication between them,
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differences arise in their thoughts, wishes and imagination. Externally they may
be staying together and communicating with each other, but internally they are
not in tune. Consequently communication , sharing or togetherness among them
cannot take place.

In the same way, if through our intelligence or mistrust a doubt is created in
the faith and trust, then our spiritual communion with the soul within does not
take place. This results in us being divorced from the “divine light’, blessings
and the ‘Grace of the Guru’. The fault or blame for all this lies on our neglect-
ignorance and not on the ‘Grace of the Guru’.

She who meets her Beloved in her heart, remains united with Him; this is truly called
union. 725

By uniting, the united one is not united; he unites, only if he is united. But if he
unites deep within his soul, then he is said to be united. 791

The main reasons for these are-

1  Lose faith in the existence of Waheguru and forget Him or to turn away
from Him.

2 Ignorant or indifferent about the blessings or the ‘Grace of the Guru’.

3 Through ones own craftiness and intelligence go out of tune with
Waheguru’s Will that operates in the form of ‘Divine Current’, or flow and
thus break off from the chord of Waheguru’s love.

Forgetting the Transcendent Lord, all sorts of illnesses are contracted.
Those who turn their backs on the Lord shall be separated from Him and consigned
to reincarnation, over and over again. 135

For this reason for those who have ‘forgotten’ and have ‘turned away’ from
Waheguru Gurbani has the following words of encouragement -

In the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy, faith wells up. Outwardly, and deep

within, God'’s Light is always radiant. 343

In the Sat Sangat, the True Congregation, this faith is established, that the Lord is

with us, in life and in death. 401
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Without the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy, love for the Lord does not well
up; without this love, Your devotional worship cannot be performed. 694

But when he joins the Sat Sangat, the True Congregation, he is confirmed in his
faith, and he is saved by the Name of the Lord. 981

O Nanak, they enshrine love for the Lord, meeting the Saadh Sangat, the Company
of the Holy. 521

In the company of the holy congregation man keeps fear and love (in his heart) and
remains in a state of longing. Var Bh 3/13

In the company of the holy congregation man keeps fear and love (in the heart) and
discovers his real self. Var Bh G 3/20

We must recite these lines with understanding, understanding the underlying
meaning, and while working through them we must, over and over again seek the shelter
of the Satguru. Then by becoming the deserving disciples of the ‘Grace of the Satguru’
we need to make good our life.

In God’s Sanctuary, all fears depart, suffering disappears, and peace is obtained.
When the Supreme Lord God and Master becomes merciful, we meditate on the
Perfect True Guru. 615

I have renounced everything, and grasped the Sanctuary of God.
By great good fortune, the Guru has become pleased and satisfied with me. 866

The Satguru has shown only one extremely simple way towards experiencing this
Divine Play.

Join the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy; vibrate and meditate on the Jewel
of the Naam. 12
The essence of this whole essay is given below -

The Guru’s Grace is the manifestation of Divine Love
Yes! This ‘Grace of the Guru’

is the embrace of love
is His warmth
is the cuddling by Him
is the play of His drama
is His exuberance
is His joy
is His bloom
is the surge of His love
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is the boiling over of His love
is relish
is the supreme pleasure.

In this way, this is

the overflow of His love
the heart rendering sight of His love

the glance of His magic
the intoxicant of His glance

the intoxication of the intoxicant
the current of ecstasy
the flow of current

which
is filled with relish
is the manifestation of His form

is spontaneous
is omnipresent.

0, yes! the revelation of the ‘Grace of the Guru’

is inexhaustible
is endless

is immeasurable
is everlasting

is forever
is abundant
is unceasing.
This
is all inter-twined
beyond law

‘neither the power to ask nor the power to give’
The bestower of (all) this -

is forever benevolent
30
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is forever merciful
does not dwell on our shortcomings
is all virtuous
is omnipresent.

It is the blessing of the ‘Grace of the Guru’, that is operating in our
thoughts, emotions, desires, and all other facets of human life. In the abundant,
immeasurable, eternal ocean of the ‘Grace of the Guru’, we live, abide, interact
and (eventually) merge into it

Just as the “‘sunlight’ is the ‘manifestation’ or sign of the presence of the
sun, in the same way the ‘Grace of the Guru’ is the manifestation of Waheguru.

Where there is ‘Grace of the Guru’ Waheguru Himself is there.
Where there is Waheguru, the ‘Grace of the Guru’ is there (t00).

Thus Waheguru is the ‘Grace of the Guru’ and the ‘Grace of the Guru’
Waheguru.

To remain thankful to this ‘Grace of the Guru’ that is omnipresent, all
fulfilling, all joyous, eternal, embodiment of love; and spontaneously and
unceasingly doing simran, is the aim and purpose of our life.

He is the Great Giver, the Generous Lord; with what mouth can I praise Him?

In His Mercy, He protects, preserves and sustains us.

No one is under anyone else’s control; He is the One Support of all.

He cherishes all as His children, and reaches out with His hand.

He stages His joyous plays, which no one understands at all.

The all-powerful Lord gives His Support to all; I am a sacrifice to Him.

Night and day, sing the Praises of the One who is worthy of being praised. Those
who fall at the Guru’s Feet, enjoy the sublime essence of the Lord. 957
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LEKH 8 GURPARSAAD

In the world many diverse thoughts, assumptions, beliefs and
forms have been attributed to God and to satisfy one’s individual form of
‘assumption’, different rites and ritual , worship and recitation and
sacrifices are performed . Out of all of them animal sacrifice is most
common. In many places to palacate the demi God’s, human beings are
also offered as sacrifice. Apart from this, what is more painful are the
wars and quarrels that takes place in the name of religion and under
whose name unbearable and unspeakable atrocities are committed.

These unusual rites & rituals, heart - rendering sacrificing and
revolting atrocities are committed to please one’s deities, demigods, or to
please God. The purpose for doing all of this is generally-

to relieve oneself from difficulties and torment.
to satisfy individual desires

to settle scores or take revenge

to seek ones emancipation and salvation

Wanting to please God, in order to get His mercy or blessing
through these superficial rites and rituals sacrifices and atrocities is
forbidden in Gurbani and these (ways) have been severely condemned.

The wretched, self-willed manmukhs do not realize His Will; they continually act in ego.
By ritualistic fasts, vows, purities, self-disciplines and worship ceremonies, they still
cannot get rid of their hypocrisy and doubt.

Inwardly, they are impure, pierced through by attachment to Maya; they are like
elephants, who throw dirt all over themselves right after their bath.

They do not even think of the One who created them. Without thinking of Him, they
cannot find peace. 1423 m4L5

The whole world is entangled in deeds of falsehood.
They never ever will attain God realisation Sawayeh P.10
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is forever merciful

does not dwell on our shortcomings
is all virtuous
is omnipresent.

It is the blessing of the ‘Grace of the Guru’, that is operating in our
thoughts, emotions, desires, and all other facets of human life. In the abundant,
immeasurable, eternal ocean of the ‘Grace of the Guru’, we live, abide, interact
and (eventually) merge into it

Just as the “‘sunlight’ is the ‘manifestation’ or sign of the presence of the
sun, in the same way the ‘Grace of the Guru’ is the manifestation of Waheguru.

Where there is ‘Grace of the Guru’ Waheguru Himself is there.
Where there is Waheguru, the ‘Grace of the Guru’ is there (t00).

Thus Waheguru is the ‘Grace of the Guru’ and the ‘Grace of the Guru

Waheguru.

To remain thankful to this ‘Grace of the Guru’ that is omnipresent, all
fulfilling, all joyous, eternal, embodiment of love; and spontaneously and
unceasingly doing simran, is the aim and purpose of our life.

He is the Great Giver, the Generous Lord; with what mouth can I praise Him?

In His Mercy, He protects, preserves and sustains us.

No one is under anyone else’s control; He is the One Support of all.

He cherishes all as His children, and reaches out with His hand.

He stages His joyous plays, which no one understands at all.

The all-powerful Lord gives His Support to all; I am a sacrifice to Him.

Night and day, sing the Praises of the One who is worthy of being praised. Those
who fall at the Guru’s Feet, enjoy the sublime essence of the Lord. 957
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Divine blessings or the grace of the Guru in Gurbani is something else and
through this essay, views on the grace of the Guru are presented in the light of
Gurbani.

The meaning of the word ‘Gurprasad’ is - by the grace of the Guru.

Gurbani begins with an eulogy for God, “The One ever present, unchanging
Lord, whose Name is the truth, He is the creative being , (who is) Fearless and
without enmity, His form is ‘eternal’, He is beyond Transmigration” and after that is
inserted “through the Grace of Guru”. This means that the Bani that is being
delivered, is the result of Guru’s grace or blessings. This is why *Bani from its
source (God) is referred to as ‘Divine blessing’ or the ‘Grace of the Guru’.In the
Bani ‘Ik Oangkar Satgur Prasad’ is used in numerous places so that we can be
reminded over and over again that the Bani is the ‘blessing ‘or *gift’ of the infinite
Lord. Feeling gracious towards us beings, the Lord Waheguru created it for our
emancipation so that we in the ‘divine light” of Gurbani through spiritual
knowledge and divine guidance can give our life the right direction , and make a
success of our worldly journey.

Servant Nanak speaks the Ambrosial Bani of the Word.

It is dear and pleasing to the minds of the GurSikhs.

The Guru, the Perfect True Guru, shares the Teachings.

The Guru, the True Guru, is Generous to all. 96

Apart from this (the phrase) ‘ Grace of the Guru’ has been used in Gurbani
numerous times. This is the symbol of Guru’s ‘Grace’ or ‘Guru’s blessings’.

‘Grace’ is that gift for which we have made no effort, over which we have no claim,
in fact it is purely the deliverance of Waheguru’s mercy and love.

In Gurbani the Lord-Waheguru is seen to be expressed as the ‘Beloved’, *Being of
Love’, ‘lover’, “‘mother’, ‘father’, ‘friend’ etc. in numerous ways according to the hue of
the sentiments (experienced).

You are my Father, and You are my Mother. You are my Relative, and
You are my Brother. 103

You are my mother, father and relative; You are abiding within all.
Nanak seeks the Sanctuary of God; His Praise is immaculate and pure. 818

In all these sentiments, the spark of affection, adoration and love is present. It is this
divine ‘emotions of adoration’ - ‘embodiment of love’ that is called God- Waheguru.
4 L8.2
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is the boiling over of His love
is relish
is the supreme pleasure.

In this way, this is

the overflow of His love
the heart rendering sight of His love

the glance of His magic
the intoxicant of His glance

the intoxication of the intoxicant

the current of ecstasy
the flow of current

which
is filled with relish
is the manifestation of His form

is spontaneous
is omnipresent.

0O, yes! the revelation of the ‘Grace of the Guru’

is inexhaustible
is endless

is immeasurable
is everlasting

is forever
is abundant
is unceasing.
This
is all inter-twined
beyond law

‘neither the power to ask nor the power to give’
The bestower of (all) this -

is forever benevolent
30
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Actually the infinite Lord’s form is Love. God is Love. That is why
God is referred to as ‘Darling’, ‘Beloved” ‘lover’.

In our visible world the reflection of this divine love essence’s unique
manifestation’s presence is taking place in the mothers heart. This is why to
explain the Divine Love, the example of the mother’s love is most apt.

In the mother’s heart, there is an overwhelming love for her child. A
mother never keep’s her child’s shortcoming in her heart. She is forever
imbued with love for her child and spends herself making every kind of
sacrifice for him or her. Being his or her well-wisher she always thinks ,
desires and works towards his well being. If a child makes a mistake, she
even scolds or trashes him to correct him. Even then, in the deep recesses of
a mother’s heart, the desires and well being as espoused in mother’s love, are
eternally present and keep welling up because that child is her “off-spring”.
In this way the divine virtue namely “forever benevolent’, ‘ever merciful” and
‘takes no account of the faults’, are brought into being and practised by the
mother for her child. We are thus able to recognise Godly virtues and
develop faith in them.

The infinite Lord has planted in a mother’s heart these deep seated and
abundant divine virtues like ‘love’, ‘grace’, ‘taking no account of the faults’
and ‘spending oneself’ to enable her to happily bring up her children in spite
of their lapses, shortcoming, mistakes and pranks so that they are able to face
the challenges in the arduous arena of life.

Further more, when the child look’s at the mother or offer’s a little help
lovingly or shows some form of affection, the mother spontaneous love wells
up, her sublime heart overflows with ‘motherly love’ and by planting kisses
and cuddling, she smothers the child with her warm love.

This worldly ‘mother’s love’ - apart from human beings, has been seen
in animals and birds - is only for ones own child and it has the hue of ‘me-
mine’ and worldliness. For this reason ‘mother-love’ is imperfect and
limited . It cannot be called pure divine love. That is why in Gurbani, this
type of worldly love is called ‘attachment’.

6 L8.3
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Without the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy, love for the Lord does not well
up; without this love, Your devotional worship cannot be performed. 694

But when he joins the Sat Sangat, the True Congregation, he is confirmed in his
faith, and he is saved by the Name of the Lord. 981

O Nanak, they enshrine love for the Lord, meeting the Saadh Sangat, the Company
of the Holy. 521

In the company of the holy congregation man keeps fear and love (in his heart) and
remains in a state of longing. Var Bh 3/13

In the company of the holy congregation man keeps fear and love (in the heart) and
discovers his real self. Var Bh G 3/20

We must recite these lines with understanding, understanding the underlying

meaning, and while working through them we must, over and over again seek the shelter
of the Satguru. Then by becoming the deserving disciples of the ‘Grace of the Satguru’
we need to make good our life.

In God’s Sanctuary, all fears depart, suffering disappears, and peace is obtained.
When the Supreme Lord God and Master becomes merciful, we meditate on the
Perfect True Guru. 615

I have renounced everything, and grasped the Sanctuary of God.
By great good fortune, the Guru has become pleased and satisfied with me. 866

The Satguru has shown only one extremely simple way towards experiencing this

Divine Play.

Join the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy; vibrate and meditate on the Jewel
of the Naam. 12

The essence of this whole essay is given below -

The Guru’s Grace is the manifestation of Divine Love
Yes! This ‘Grace of the Guru’

is the embrace of love
is His warmth
is the cuddling by Him
is the play of His drama
is His exuberance
is His joy
is His bloom
is the surge of His love

28 L8.14
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and we have been warned of being trapped in such bondage’s. In spite of this,
‘mother’s love’ is a good and apt analogy and manifestation of the subtle and pure
Divine love.

The analogy of mother’s above is given to help our gross mind understand
(divine love). But this ‘attachment’ is love of form, a subject of worldly,
materialistic attributes. It is imperfect and limited.

Now in the light of Gurbani let us discuss about the pure, perfect, unfathomable,
beyond understanding and wondrous love of ‘mother aspect of Waheguru’ the divine
mother.

In Bani, the Infinite Lord has been addressed to in numerous hues or
sentiments like ‘mother’, “father’, ‘beloved’, ‘Being of Love’ etc. here we are only
discussing the ‘mother sentiments’ of the Lord.

In the sphere of worldly attributes, the mother gives birth to a child from her
womb. That is why she loves her child so deeply and intensely. This worldly
‘mother’s love’ too is the cloudy reflection of the divine ‘mother’s love’.

Waheguru in His moment of joy, to stage the ‘Divine play’ through his divine
energy ‘The Word” accordingly ‘brought into being to witness’ this unfathomable
worldly creation and within it placed His own ‘Light” and by nature created the
‘triple attributes’” of worldliness to enable birth, nourishment and operation to work
spontaneously according to His Divine Law “will’ or ‘Command’. If, in this gross
world His Light was not there and the Divine Command to nurture and operate the
creation was not there, then the gross, life-less world without the power of control
would certainly have collided with one another and perished. But every particle of
nature, beaded together in the chord of some infinite, unerring and perfect
‘Command’, is discharging its own individual responsibility and ever since the ages,
this creation has been functioning within this Divine Command, it is functioning
now and will continue to function hereafter.

Just as the sunlight emanates from the sun and in the rays of the sunlight all the
virtues of the sun namely heat, light, energy, life sustenance etc. are present but of
all these attributes, heat is the main attribute from which the rest of the attributes
derive their power or life-current. In other words, heat is the main creative element
in the sun from which all the other attributes get their power, energy or life.

8 L8.4
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differences arise in their thoughts, wishes and imagination. Externally they may
be staying together and communicating with each other, but internally they are
not in tune. Consequently communication , sharing or togetherness among them
cannot take place.

In the same way, if through our intelligence or mistrust a doubt is created in
the faith and trust, then our spiritual communion with the soul within does not
take place. This results in us being divorced from the “divine light’, blessings
and the ‘Grace of the Guru’. The fault or blame for all this lies on our neglect-
ignorance and not on the ‘Grace of the Guru’.

She who meets her Beloved in her heart, remains united with Him; this is truly called
union. 725

By uniting, the united one is not united; he unites, only if he is united. But if he
unites deep within his soul, then he is said to be united. 791

The main reasons for these are-

1  Lose faith in the existence of Waheguru and forget Him or to turn away
from Him.

2 Ignorant or indifferent about the blessings or the ‘Grace of the Guru’.

3 Through ones own craftiness and intelligence go out of tune with
Waheguru’s Will that operates in the form of ‘Divine Current’, or flow and
thus break off from the chord of Waheguru’s love.

Forgetting the Transcendent Lord, all sorts of illnesses are contracted.
Those who turn their backs on the Lord shall be separated from Him and consigned
to reincarnation, over and over again. 135

For this reason for those who have ‘forgotten’ and have ‘turned away’ from
Waheguru Gurbani has the following words of encouragement -

In the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy, faith wells up. Outwardly, and deep

within, God'’s Light is always radiant. 343

In the Sat Sangat, the True Congregation, this faith is established, that the Lord is

with us, in life and in death. 401
26 L8.13
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In the same way, from the worldly "mothers love’ or attachment, all the
ingredients needed for the child’s fulfilment namely effort, service, dedication,
mercy, blessing, strength to face odds and for the child’s nurturing, comfort,
welfare and development, the mother’s prayers and blessing which penetrate,
reside and assimilate into her subconscious and spontaneously keep emerging
and welling up. It is clear from this that it is from the mother’s love and faith
that all the attributes (virtues) and thoughts emerge for the child’s benefit.
Virtues which ensures the child’s nurturing and growth. This canopy of
“mothers love’ or "attachment © works on the child for so long as this child
remains under the sway or harmony if the mothers thoughts, hopes, love-filled
desires. When a child grows up, becomes independent, goes out of harmony
with the mother’s love filled desires, and exerts his own will, he begins to
distance himself from the warmth and blessings of the “mothers love’. Thus
facing the consequences of his actions and getting knocked about. This means
that when a child proclaims his independence and moves away from the
mother’s love, then he faces the consequences of his actions himself. In spite of
this “mother’s love’ and blessing remain exactly the same and when the child
gets into difficulties that result from his own intelligence, and comes back to his
mother, the mother once again embraces him and gives him her warm love and
blessings.

If the son in great rage runs away, even then the mother does not keep it in
her mind. (that is hold it against him) 478

This is exactly the same as when we, being His (God’s) children, in our me-
mine (or ego) state, come under the influence of duality or in the clutches of
maya or worldliness and turn our face away from His Love, then we divorce
ourselves from the ever blessing divine mother’s grace. Even then, if the soul,
through satsang (the association with the holy) some how awakens and wants to
free himself from the thieving maya ( worldliness) or want to go into the shelter
of the Infinite Lord Waheguru - ‘The Divine Mother’, He (Waheguru), the
Divine mother, in line with his character becomes merciful towards the seeker,
then once again blesses him with the ability to enjoy all hue, relish, beauty etc.

Whoever seeks the Lord’s protection, the Lord embraces him to his bosom. This is
the quality of the Lord. 544

Whosoever seeks your refuge O Lord You take care of him. 1333
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she cannot bear the separation from her child and continues to get feedback
about this wayward child. She is waiting and pining to once again embrace this
child and give him the warmth of her bosom and the comfort of mother’s love.
She keeps sending messages to her child and continues to encourage and draw
him to herself.

In the same way our ‘Divine Mother’, Waheguru, cannot bear the separation
from His people and for that reason He has in built, this “attraction of love’ or
chord, in the innate life flow of the creation. This pull of Divine Love or chord
or flow is a symbol of Waheguru’s graciousness, blessing and the “grace of the
guru’ which is inlaid in each and every life form or all engulfing within and the
pull, “link’, flow of this love is eternal, illimitable and timeless.

The Dear Lord is my mother, the Dear Lord is my father; the Dear Lord cherishes
and nurtures me.

The Dear Lord takes care of me; I am the child of the Lord.

Slowly and steadily, He feeds me; He never fails.

He does not remind me of my faults; He hugs me close in His embrace. 1101

The rest of the 8,400,000 life forms, according to Waheguru’s command,
unwaveringly and spontaneously harmonise themselves with the flow of the
‘Grace of the Guru’. But man, with his inflated ego and sharp intelligence,
scrutinises and investigates every thing and draws conclusions according to the
hue or level of his consciousness. In the same way by delving into varied
guestions and answers, schemes and maxims, cunnings, doubts and philosophies,
he has become critical of the very existence of Waheguru and His blessings.
Very often through making such criticisms he becomes a “disbeliever “ or a
sceptic. In this way man goes out of harmony with the Divine link or flow of
faith, and divorces himself from the ‘Grace of the Guru’.

The connection between individuals depends on the faith each has in the
other. This faith keeps them ‘in tune’ while they intrinsically communicate with
each other. When the link or connection of faith breaks down or becomes loose,
then that connection becomes superficial, hollow and without merit. In other
words when there is a lack of inner communication between them,

24 L8.12
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The creator, through “His Word’ brought into being water, earth, air,
ether, the under world and in it placed numerous variety of nature’s creations
like plants, animals, birds and lower forms. Not only did He create it, He
also adorned it abundantly with variety, myriad’s of hues , scents, tastes,
appearance and forms. Isn’t all this the Creator’s Grace? For instance , from
the multitude of the limitless beautiful flowers, if we cannot appreciate the
beauty of any one of these flower’s, its colours, its scent, the sight of an
intoxicated flow sucking bee and like the honey bee, cannot enjoy the
internal taste, then it does not mean that the ‘Guru Grace’ is not there. In
fact it is because of our own intelligence and pollution ( of the mind) that we
cannot enjoy the gift’s and blessings and by our own doing we remain
divorce from the grace.

In the same way, each of the numerous fruits, on the becoming ripe and
sweet is supplying its ‘Grace’ . But how often have we , before eating some
fruits, first enjoy the beauty of its looks, or appreciate its colours, nay, more
often then not, we don’t even fully enjoy the taste while eating it. Isn’t this
one of the ways by which we are depriving ourselves from the continuous
flowing of the blessing or ‘Guru Grace’.

Between the mother and the child , mentally and physically , the channel
of love & faith is flowing all the time, which before birth, no doubt remains
latent , but, after that, even ‘anger’ and ‘turning away’ of the child is unable
to erase. In other words, the existence of faith of mother’s love is eternal but
it is not beyond the law or cause of the ‘triple attributes” ( of worldliness) .
Even then the mother’s heart is ‘ever forgiving’ and ‘even merciful’, and
this feeling for her child can never be eliminated, no matter what the cause
may be. For this reason the aroma of the emergence of the feelings of
mother’s love is referred to as ‘blessings’, ‘mercy’ and ;’grace’. In the
hearts of all mother’s, the gift, ‘mother’s love’ or attachment is a blessing
from the Lord Waheguru. From the intrinsic point of view, the Lord
Waheguru is only real , initial and divine mother. It is this ‘Divine Mother’
who with her divine , inexhaustible, unchangeable and infinite love fosters
affection, initiates play, is ever benevolent ever merciful , takes no account of
the misdeeds, without requesting shower’s gifts. In Gurbani it is called
‘Satgur Prasad’ - The Grace Of The True Guru, because this ‘Grace’ or

“Blessing’ does not depend on any of our efforts
12 L8.6
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Renounce your petty arguments, and realize the Word of the Guru’s Shabad. 646

Renounce your cleverness, O my mind, and reflect upon the Word of the Guru’s
Shabad. 440

Our Divine Father and Mother had the foreknowledge that man, under the influence
of his sharp intelligence, with his scheming and rationalising, could forget his Supreme
Lord, the bestower of gifts. For that reason ever since the beginning, to get His ‘prodigal
son’ out of this stage of ‘forgetfulness’ and readmit him into the warm and comfortable
shelter of the “Guru’s Grace’, Waheguru sent into the world gurus, prophets pirs, fakirs,
sadhus, sants, evolved souls and gurmukh beloveds according to the need. These
(messengers of god) revealed to these people the message according to the time and
(prevailing) condition.

The Lord Himself sent His Holy Saints, to tell us that He is not far away. 929

The Holy Saint is the very embodiment of the Lord’s form.
He Himself saves us from the great fire. 1005

From the above discussion it is clear that, at the time of creation, the Infinite
Waheguru only once through His ‘Word’ brought everything into being and placing His
‘light” into it, He made all the necessary arrangements for it function through His Will.
All this is the blessing of the Infinite Waheguru the ‘Being of Love’ and the symbol of
the eternal ‘Grace of the Guru’. This is why in Bani He is referred to as

You are always forgiving, and always merciful; You give support to all. 713

In the same way coming from the source. Gurbani too is the Creator’s blessing or
the “‘Grace of the True Guru’ or the ‘Divine Gift’. In the heart of the creator our ‘Divine
Mother’, there is an enormous love for His children. That is why in Gurbani, the Infinite
Waheguru is addressed to as “Beloved”. “Most Beloved”, Being of Love.

He is so dear to me; He fascinates my mind; the Lord is the ornament of my heart,
the support of the breath of life. 542

You are my Beloved, the Support of my breath of life.
Beholding You, gazing upon You, my mind blossoms forth. 740

The sentiments of compassion, blessing, grace, Grace of the Guru are the hue and
parts of this divine ‘affection’ or love.

In the mother’s heart too, there is overwhelming love for her child even though the
child is not with her and
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or deeds. This ‘embodiment of love’ spontaneously, and by itself eternally
springs forth , overflows and manifest itself like aroma from the being of
Waheguru . The Grace of the Guru is not bound to any law and nor is there any
preconditions for it. This is in fact the spontaneous, eternal, permanent,
inexhaustible, illumination, aroma and gift of the Lord Waheguru which like the
light giving heat of the sun, neither increases nor decreases. For this beneficial
and comfort giving sunlight, we have never ever asked for it nor have we ever
made any effort or toiled for to get this ( gift of sunlight). This is why all this is
purely Waheguru’s blessing and Grace.

In the same way, forever, we are receiving without asking, numerous ‘gifts
of Love’ from the Lord *“Waheguru’ . For example air, water, fire, grain, fruits,
etc. The wondrous thing is that together with the creation, the Lord Waheguru
has blessed us with an abundance of all these numerous, divine gifts for which

we made no request.

Forever and ever, day and night I praise Your excellences.
Without asking you give your gifts. Says Nanak O man reflect over the True Lord.
73

As all beings have the ‘light’ of the Infinite Waheguru within them, then we
are the off-springs (or children) of Waheguru. Waheguru through His ‘One
Word’ created a multifarious community of people with diverse characteristics
and at the same time, blessed His children with abundant and inexhaustible gifts
to fulfil every kind of need so that we can play our own individual part, free
from worry and care in the drama of this materialistic world of the ‘three
attributes’ and enjoy ‘peace and comfort in this world’ and “happiness in the
world hereafter.’

In fact whatever that has emanated from the ‘Word”, all that is the
manifestation of the ‘Grace of the Guru’. Waheguru Himself is a ‘Being of
Love” ‘Essence of Love, ‘Father and Mother’. For this reason, His “Word’ or
creation too is the manifestation or projection of the Divine Love which in
Gurbani is called the “Will” (or Command). The process of this manifestation or
projection of this Divine Love is His blessing, mercy, compassion and the
‘Grace of the Guru”.

The momentum of creation has a specific direction but sometimes this
momentum experiences a disturbance or an eruption like a typhoon, flood etc. In

the
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By His Grace, you abide with your family in peace; keep His remembrance
upon your tongue, twenty-four hours a day........

By His Grace, you enjoy tastes and pleasures; O Nanak, meditate forever on

the One, who is worthy of meditation 269

By His Grace, you have a healthy, golden body;

attune yourself to that Loving Lord. .......

By His Grace, all your deficits are covered;

O mind, seek the Sanctuary of God, our Lord and Master..........
By His Grace, you wear decorations;

O mind, why are you so lazy?

Why don't you remember Him in meditation?.........

By His Grace, you have land, gardens and wealth;

keep God enshrined in your heart..

By His Grace, your form is so beautiful;

constantly remember God, the Incomparably Beautiful One........
By His Grace, your works are completed;

O mind, know Him to be close at hand.... 270

Of the 8,400,000 types of life forms, only man is blessed with a sharp
mind, whereas all other life forms have just enough knowledge to enable
them to lead their life. Being supreme amongst all the life forms,
Waheguru has blessed man with an extremely sharp mind. With this mind
he performs mental acrobatics, rationalises his actions, imposes his
intelligence and makes cunning moves. In so doing he forgets his Creator,
the “Divine Mother’, the ‘Supreme Father’, renegades (or turns away) and
become ignorant of the ‘Divine Will’. He suffers consequences by acting
under the influence of the three worldly attributes. The rest of the
8,400,000 life forms subconsciously and unknowingly live by the
preordained or inlaid “Will” because of their limited intelligence. For
this reason their evolvement (to a higher form of life) is automatically
taking place. That is why the Guru has given this advice to human beings.

Give up all your clever mental tricks, and lovingly attune yourself to the True Word
of the Shabad. 51

Give up your cleverness, good people — remember the Lord God, your King! 281

Take the Guru’s advice, you ignorant fool; without devotion, even the clever have
drowned. 288
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same way disturbances and eruptions too can affect human emotions. For
instance - in the mother’s heart there is a spontaneous flow of love for her child,
but sometimes in the event of a separation from a child, the emotions of love are
so overwhelming that they are transformed into tears which roll down the eyes.
In this way when a child in its innocence is able to please its mother with a love-
filled action, a special kind of love wells up in the mother’s heart for her child.

In this surge that arises out of the intense emotion of mother’s love, the mother’s
whole self and psyche melts, boils over and is observable in her extraordinary
actions. In wonderful ways she cuddles, and plays with the child and gives
advice with words filled with love land hope. From the depths of her love-filled
heart, a lot of goodwill and blessings spontaneously blossom for the child. The
mother’s blood and her whole physical self melts with the warmth of love,
changes into milk that fills her bosom and spurts out to keep flowing thereafter.
This whole play is the manifestation or magic of the intense excitement, the
affection and faith that the mother’s love generates. In this way, many a time, the
not so common waves or impulses operate outside the parameters of the normal
law of creation.

Exactly in the same way Waheguru’s bhagats or ‘beloveds’ in a state of
intense faith, get intoxicated in Waheguru’s love and make an offering with
faith, then like the mother, Waheguru, in response to the innocence and love-
filled faith of His beloved bhagats, He too is pleased and overwhelmed. He
distributes divine gifts- of ‘Naam’, “‘cup of affection’, ‘service’ etc. and also
settles numerous other sought for gifts. In Gurbani this is called the ‘Guru’s
Grace’ or “Nadar Karam’. In Sikh history numerous examples are available of
such cases.

Whoever offers the guru a coin of even the smallest value with faith, worship and
love, the Satguru in return blesses him gift of all treasures. Kabit B.G111

There is another point that needs to be understood here. The inclination of

love for the child is infused in the worldly ‘mother’s’ mind and body. In all
kinds of thoughts, attitudes and activities, this “inclination of love’, automatically
develops in her and gently it makes its vibrations felt. In the same way, the ‘flow
of love’ or blessings or the ‘Grace of the Guru’ is eternal, uninterrupted and
continuous. This gushes forth from the being of the ‘Divine Father and Mother’,
it overflows, manifests
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itself in every particle within every element of the creation and gives the “gift of
life’ to all the beings.

The name of this continuous flow of ‘love current’ is “Guru’s Grace”
Its “flow’ is referred to as “Will’ (or command)

The flow of this divine ‘life current’ continues to take place so long as man
through his intelligence or ego does not obstruct its flow. We can make use of
the warmth of the sun as long as we do not ‘move’ away from the ‘presence’ of
the sun. If we *‘move away’ from the comfort of the sunlight, then it is due to our
own negligence and not that of the sun. When man forgets the Creator and
renegades (or turns away), an obstacle is placed in the flow of divine blessing or
‘Guru’s Grace’ and he remains bereft of divine blessings and because of his own
doing or like a lost child, remains divorced from the cool fountain of ‘Guru’s
Grace’. Under the influence of worldliness and according to (Guru Ji’s
observation) “ I reap whatever | sow’, man does deeds and faces the
consequences.

This whole point rests on our omission (or neglect), or on our
acknowledgement (or remembrance). When we forget about our ‘Divine
Mother’, then we ourselves place an obstacle in the flow of ‘Guru’s Grace’, and
by our own doing remain devoid of this ‘Guru’s Grace.’ If we can once again
come out of our ‘forgetfulness’ and connect ourselves to the remembrance or
simran of the “Divine Mother’, then our mind’s chord will reconnect itself to the
divine flow and once again we will be able to enjoy the protection of *‘Guru’s
Grace”.

They forget the Lord, and they suffer in pain. Afflicted with hunger, they run around
in all directions. 98

When You come to mind, I am totally in bliss. One who forgets You might just as
well be dead. 749

Pain comes, when one forgets Him. Peace comes when one remembers God. 813

This is why the Fifth Guru has given us this message:-

By His Grace, you partake of the thirty-six delicacies; enshrine that Lord and Master

By His Grace, you dwell in the palace of peace; meditate forever on Him within your
mind.
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