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Mahan Kosh:

HISS Mahakaal — (1) IS € 3t I& II& &', GH i wirfe 7913 © w3 ads @8 St
A €9 8 J AT I%. TIIG. UIFIH One who is the death of death, to whom Yum (God
of death) and Shiv pay obeisance to, Vaheguru, God (2) €I S+ AT, fAr T w3 Wit &t
H'E AJT A very long period of time to which we cannot imagine the end (3) AH § Gt Ia3r
II3" HEE TN B H3 WEH™T W3 gU & Those who believe in the timeless creator-
destroyer as the lord (4) & Udre wigAd fie € g y3. ffx =79 fiae & wyer dau
WAl e wRES 3T, @R 28 © g I7J9 1397 udhit, i ge 3 Haarg w3 Tt 3
fB:EIﬂ v Jfeir The Kalka Puran states that Shiv manifested as fire Agni from which two

sparks produced Mahakaal and Bhringi (5) @ﬁ?i 9 Hoa® a1 ST the Jyotirlinga
at Mahakaleshwar Ujjian is called Mahakaal.

Punjabi University Patiala Punjabi- English Dictionary

HJII& Mahakaal — eternal time, God.

SGGS Ji
The verse below refers to this word

IH & frfa 3 Hiefo fafd & 9t Ha % 1111 ITQ 11 SGGS 885 M:5 Ramkalee

Meditating in remembrance on the Lord's Name, you shall live, and the Great Death shall not
consume you ever again. ||1]|Pause||

Here HJ™ ' is translated as “Great Death” by Sant Singh Khalsa

God is attributed with the qualities of creation, preservation and destruction. The destruction
aspect of God is “Maha Kaal” or “Great Death” as translated above. Why use the word
“great death”. Why not just “death”? Death as we perceive it is the loss of life of a living
entity. When a building burns down, do we say the building had incurred death? This is why
God’s destroying power is called “Maha Kaal”. The destroying power extends to living or
non-living entities. The word Kaal is generally understood to be death, but according to the

Punjabi-English dictionary (Uni Patiala) it also means time. So death also means “Ante (»3)
Kaal”. Maha Kaal, on the other end is the power of destruction by terminating the time

dimension of an entity and this destruction can destroy the entire universe; only God can do
this. The above verse therefore means



You (3), meditate on (ff+f3) the Name of God (S™H &™), then you will never be consumed
(fafg & =rEh) by the destroying power God (HI™ IT).

Summary from the meanings above

Mahakaal means God, to who both Yum and Shiv pay obeisance unless the context points to
a different meaning.



